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STATEMENT: 
Food Safety Advocates Applaud White House Release of 

Food Safety Agenda, Call for More Details 
  
(Washington, DC - Tuesday, July 07, 2009) - Today the White House Food Safety 
Working Group released its first set of recommendations in a press conference with Vice 
President Joe Biden, US Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sibelius and 
US Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.  Biden used the death of S.T.O.P. 
President Nancy Donley's then-six-year-old son Alex from E. coli disease in 1993 as an 
example of the urgent need for food safety reform.  Donley and S.T.O.P. Executive 
Director Donna Rosenbaum were seated in the first row for the event.   
 
Following is their statement 
 
Nancy Donley, President, S.T.O.P.   
 
"This is the first time in a long time I've seen a coordinated effort by the government to 
prevent other families from suffering a tragedy like mine.  The devil's in the details, 
however, and we look forward to hearing more specifics.     
 
Donna Rosenbaum, Executive Director, S.T.O.P.   
 
"While we applaud forward movement to control E. coli O157:H7 and Salmonella in the 
food supply, there are many other pathogens that cause horrific disease and need 
comprehensive preventive measures.  We are concerned that mandatory recalls and 
improving U.S. FDA inspections were not mentioned at all. Legislation in the U.S. House 
of Representatives (H.R. 2749) addresses many of the shortcomings of this agenda and 
should be passed immediately."   
 
The President's Food Safety Working Group addressed the following issues at today's 
press event.  For more information, see: 
http://www.foodsafetyworkinggroup.gov/FSWG_Key_Findings.pdf  
 
¥  Preventing Salmonella contamination  
¥  Reducing the threat of E. coli O157:H7 
¥  Building a national traceback system  
¥  Improving the organization of federal food safety responsibilities 
  

 ### 
  

S.T.O.P. - Safe Tables Our Priority is a national, nonprofit, public health organization 
dedicated to preventing illness and death from foodborne pathogens. For more 
information, please visit http://www.safetables.org or call (847) 831-3032. 


